
Rockridge schools are both showing interest in 
Rotary. West Coast Rail has approached the NS 
Clubs requesting sponsorship for a rail car; this 
may provide NS Rotary with great public 
relations opportunities. 

- WineFest  2003: Nico reports that this year’s 
cause for the Fest will be the North Shore 
Cardiac Rehabilitation Society. This new 
organization is in need of help with strategic 
planning etc. and may be participating in the 
planning and execution of the event. The 
Society will be addressing the Club at a future 
meeting. 

- Legacy Project : Ken notes that the transition 
meeting is next Tuesday and the project will 
move from the selection phase to the planning 
and execution. Fundraising is all-important for 
this and should be commenced as soon as 
possible. 

- Sam introduced today’s guest  speakers: 
Richard Walton and Melanie Crombie from the 
Kay Meek Centre for the Performing Arts. This 
incredible addition to our community is a 
wonderful gift being provided in large part by 
Kay Meek a long time teacher and founder of 
the Vancouver Music Academy. Ms. Meek has 
provided $2.5 million to the project and has 
pledged another $5 million to match funds 
donated by the community residents and 
businesses. Ms. Meek’s goal is to provide a first 
class centre for arts performances, arts 
education, mentoring, artists’ clinics and 
technical training. The site, next to West Van 
High on Mathers Ave., has been donated by 
the WV School District. The Centre will be 
comprised of two theatres: a 500 seat main 
theatre and a 250 seat studio theatre as well 
as classroom and workshop areas. As there are 
more than 25 performing arts groups in West 
Vancouver alone, and many more across the 
entire North Shore, the Centre will provide a 
beautiful and much needed location for 
performances and education. Melanie and 
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I nvocat ion: Mark. 
 
Guests/ Visitors: 
- Judith Harter, Rotarian from Courtenay. 
- John Friesen, back visiting us again, thanks for 

coming. 
- Eugene Vigil, Rotarian from Maryland, welcome 

back. 
- Hans Brandows, Rotarian from California also 

visiting again. 
- Craig Hennigar, thank you for joining us this 

morning. 
- Richard Walton and Melanie Crombie, Kay Meek 

Centre for the Performing Arts. 
 
Regrets: Peter, Bruce, Vicki, Ray, Hendrik. 
 
Club Business/ Announcements: 
- Val w elcomed one and all to our new upstairs 

downstairs routine. 
- Nico and Jim explored new venue possibi l i t ies: 

the Grouse Inn and Best Western on Capilano Rd. 
are being investigated as well as Milestone’s and 
Denny’s. The Capilano GCG is not able to do 
breakfast meetings. 

- Nancy advises that the Rotary Business Forum
is hosting a leadership forum at the Radisson in 
Burnaby this Saturday at 07:00. 

- The Club will be forwarding our dues to the 
Rotary World Help Netw ork to finalize our 
membership. 

- Ian reports that Y. Franks Appliances may be 
able to donate a fridge to the Club, Certificates of 
Appreciation for Club sponsors will be developed, 
possibly along with Operation Eyesight 
Certificates. 

- NS Presidents Meet ing: the new district 
directory will be out soon, the latest Interact Club 
(Sentinel) has been Chartered and is up and 
running (sponsored by West Vancouver and West 
Vancouver Sunrise) and West Van High and 
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Richard stress that arts and performing both 
enhance children’s learning abilities, imagination 
and creativity and are a vital part of education. 
Once operating the centre will have professional 
mentors on staff as well as an ongoing series of 
clinics and workshops conducted by visiting 
professional artists. Technical aspects of the 
performing arts such as lighting, sound, stage 
production etc. will also be taught at the centre. 
The need now is for the centre to raise $9 million 
to complete the project and for this reason the 
organizers are approaching Rotary, among 
others, to participate and help with fundraising. 
The Centre will also be able to serve as a 

beautiful venue for many types of events such as 
Rotary fundraisers and provide opportunities for 
joint projects that will benefit both the Centre 
and it’s community partners. The Centre is 
scheduled to open in the spring of 2004. Tours 
can be arranged by appointment and regular 
tours are scheduled for Wednesdays at 4:00pm. 
Klaus thanked Richard and Melanie for speaking 
to us this morning. 

- 50/ 50/ happy/ sad: no winners, no losers. 
 
Meet ing adjourned. 
 
 

Words – Mark Ferrari, Publishing – Michelle Rudert 

Date Speaker/ Event  Topic/ Tit le/ Venue 
A U G U S T 

17-Aug-03 Klahane Housing Project - BBQ Klahane, Sat, 5:00 pm 
21-Aug-03 Towser Jones, Capilano College History 

department 
Importance of Teaching the Arts and 
Humanities. 

28-Aug-03 Ken Burnett, Senior Partner in one of Vancouver’s 
leading law firms 

Estate Planning 

30-Aug-03 Dundarave Hoe-Dow n –  
Rotary Smokies Barbecue, Marine Dr. 

S E P T E M B E R 
4-Sep-03 Lou Rivers, Archdeacon of St. Christopher’s 

Church 
Gay Marriage and the Anglican Church 

14-Sep-03 Terry Fox Run 
18-Sep-03 Pam Goldsmith-Jones, West Vancouver District 

Councillor 
Home Schooling 

20-Sep-03 Club Social -  Day at  the Track, Hast ings Park, Start s 1:10 pm 
25-Sep-03 Peter Speck, former publisher of the North Shore 

News 
The Newspaper Business 

 

Melanie Crombie (middle) and Richard 
Walton (right) came to tell us more about 
the new Kay Meek Centre for the Performing
Arts. 

Klaus (left) thanking our speakers for joining 
us this morning. 


